
2021-2022 Annual Meeting
Friday, October 29, 2021



Agenda
I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call

III. Adopt Agenda

IV. Motion Acknowledging Proper Notice of the Annual 
Meeting

V. WRED Purpose

VI. Board Recognition

VII. 2020 – 2021 Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 
Approval 

VIII. Financial Report

IX. 2021-2022 Board of Directors & Officers Nominations

X. 2021 Strategic Plan Overview

XI. Adjourn

The Annual Board of Director Meeting will directly follow.



WRED Purpose

MISSION
To facilitate and promote a 

vibrant, diversified and 
sustainable economy through 
collaboration and outreach.

VISION
Be the leading advocate 
for sustainable growth 
and development for 

the region.



4

Introduction & Thank You:
Board of Directors

President

Ken Callahan – MDU / WABA Ex-officio

Vice President
Hercules Cummings – City of Williston

2nd Vice President
Melinda Rasmussen

Treasurer
Jerad Suess – Lee Suess

Secretary
Sarah Johnson – WCCU

Executive Officer
Ann Kvande – Williston Economic Development

Board of Directors

Dubi Cummings – CHI / St. Alexius Health

Jordon Evert – Furuseth, Olson and Evert, P.C.  

Cherie Harms – Leonardite Products, LLC.  

Amy Krueger – Williston Convention and Visitor Bureau  

Jory Meyer – 1st International Bank & Trust

Gary Ryberg – Personal Wealth Partners

Leland Tong – Great Plains Women’s Health Center

Heather Voll – RE/Max / Bakken Realty / Voll Square  

Ex‐Officio

Brad Bekkedahl – North Dakota Senate – District #1

Jerry Bergman – NDSU Williston Research Ext Center

Jenny Gaaskjolen – Stanley EDC

Howard Klug – City of Williston

Dennis Lindahl – Tioga Economic Development

KayCee Lindsey – Divide County JDA  

Bernell Hirning – Williston State College

Daniel Stenberg – McKenzie County JDA

Shawn Wenko – Williston Economic Development

- City of Williston STAR Fund



2020 – 2021 
Annual Membership 

Meeting Minutes

Dated December 3, 2020
• Review
• Approval





7

2021 Financial Report 
Income

Membership Dues $18,750.00
Events Income $43,500
Grants – City STAR Fund $0
Job Fair Income $11,200
WRED Sponsorship ($30.00)
Interest $27.84

Total Income $73,447.84
Expenses

1 Million Cups $2,671.82
Event Expenses $28,660.66
Job Fair Expenses $6,013.54
WED Expenses $23,823.14
WRED Operating Expenses $61,169.16

Total Expense $61,169.16

Net Income $12,278.68 
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2021 Balance Sheet

September 2021
ASSETS

Current Assets
Checking/Savings $73,825.86

Total Current Assets $73,825.86
TOTAL ASSETS $73,825.86

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities $10,364.09
Equity $63,461.77

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $73,825.86



Thank You!

Cherie Harms
Leonardite Products LLC

6 Years of Service

Jory Meyer
1st International Bank & Trust

6 Years of Service

Jordon Evert
Furuseth, Olson & Evert, P.C.

6 Years of Service
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2021-2022 Slate of Nominees
Board of Directors & Officers 

Directors
James DeMorrett – Oasis Petroleum
J.R. Johnson – Farmers Union Insurance

Ex‐Officio
Paula Hickel – North Dakota Job Service Williston

Officers
Past President
Ken Callahan – Western Area Builders Association / MDU
President President 
Hercules Cummings – City of Williston
Vice President
Melinda Rasmussen 
2nd Vice President
Sarah Johnson – Western Cooperative Credit Union
Treasurer
Jerad Suess – Lee Suess
Secretary
Dubi Cummings – CHI/St. Alexius Health Williston
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Strategic Plan

Our Objectives:
• Identify primary sector development opportunities 

that  will help diversify the economy

• Increase influence on state policies

• Advocate for a regional business friendly 
environment

• Focus public relation efforts on the region

• Focus on future recruitment and development
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30-Second Elevator Speech

Connects 
People

Strengthens 
Communities

Supports Business 
& Industry

Powers Western 
North Dakota
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Plan for 2021
• Continue with the marketing plan to brand ourselves
• Attend the Williston Basin Petroleum Conference - May 
• Show support of issues that greatly impact our region
• Promote and encourage economic diversity of industry sectors
• Connecting Communities Barbecues – Summer

• 2 locations in North Dakota
• 1 location in Montana
• 1 location from the 5 communities of Crosby, Stanley, Tioga, Watford City and 

Williston

• Continued support of the northwest North Dakota job fairs
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Continue with the Marketing Plan to Brand Ourselves
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High-Level Support of the Williston Basin 
Petroleum Conference 2021
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Show Support of Issues that 
Greatly Impact Our Region 

Letter of support for SB2020 to fully fund the 
NDSU Williston Research Extension Center.

Letter of support for SB2065.  The bill sets 
policy that will allow the North Dakota 
Industrial Commission to regulate the 
permitting of pore spacing providing access to 
mineral and water deposits.
Letter of support for the Theodore Roosevelt 
Expressway (Hwy 85) freight expansion 
project INFRA grant program.
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Promote and Encourage 
Economic Diversity

Sponsored the 2021 Hard Spring Wheat Show

and served food at the NDSU WREC Field Days 
Dinner

Continue to focus on UAS and Beyond 
Visual Line of Sight efforts in western North 
Dakota

Started to host virtual webinars on topics to 
strengthen businesses in western North 
Dakota
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Connecting Communities Barbecues

Trenton
Wildrose
Culbertson, MT
Stanley



Continued Support of Northwest 
North Dakota Job Fairs

Promote Promote Promote
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Plan for 2022

Connects 
People

Strengthens 
Communities

Supports Business 
& Industry

Powers Western 
North Dakota



Supports Business and 
Industry

• Promote and encourage economic 
diversity

• Continue to support the 
transportation needs in the area

• Stay connected with legislature
• Host a regional virtual business 

expo



Strengthens 
Communities 

• Promote new business
• Continue the focus that business is 

here to stay
• Create a collection of regional 

infrastructure maps that showcase 
growth and development in the 
region 



Connects People 

• Host COVID friendly Connecting 
Communities Barbecues

• 1 – Montana
• 2 – North Dakota
• 1 – In one of the communities of 

Crosby, Stanley, Tioga, Watford City 
or Williston

• Continue to support the northwest 
North Dakota job fairs
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Powers Western 
North Dakota



Adjournment

Thank you for your 
membership and support of 

the 
Western Region Economic 

Development this year.

We are looking forward to
continued success in 2022!



Agenda Annual 
Organizational Meeting

I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call
III. Adopt the Agenda
IV. 2021-2022 Board of Directors & 

Officers Election
V. 2020–2021 Annual Organizational 

Meeting Minutes Approval 
VI. Closing Remarks from the New 

President
VII. Adjourn
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2020 – 2021 
Annual  Organizational 

Meeting Minutes
Dated December 3, 2020

• Review
• Approval



2020-2021 Election of 
Nominees as Officers

President

Hercules Cummings – City of Williston

Vice President

Melinda Rasmussen 

2nd Vice President

Sarah Johnson – Western Cooperative Credit Union

Appointments

Treasurer

Jerad Suess – Lee Suess

Secretary

Dubi Cummings – CHI – St. Alexius Health Williston
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Closing Remarks
and Adjournment

Thank you to the Board of Directors.

We are looking forward to
continued success in 2022!
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